
CITY OF PORTERVILLE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 

CITIZENS’ ADVISORY AND HOUSING OPPORTUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 
291 N. MAIN STREET, PORTERVILLE 

MARCH 14, 2022 5:00 p.m. 

This meeting will also be available via Zoom using the link below. 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89456698176?pwd=S2c1SEMzVU9hQUZPM1N3NHUvSmNkdz09 

AGENDA 

1. Welcoming Remarks and Introductions

2. Oral Communication

3. Minutes from February 25, 2021, Meeting

4. Public Hearing to Consider a Substantial amendment to the PY 2021/2022 Action 
Plan Inclusive of Proposed Use of Funds

5. Public Hearing to Consider the proposed PY 2022/2023 Action Plan Inclusive of 
Proposed Use of Funds

6. Oral Communications

7. Adjourn

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, if you need special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda and documents in the agenda packet, 
please contact Patrice Hildreth, Deputy City Manager, (559) 782-7441. Individuals requiring special assistance using 
TTY, VCO, HCO, or ASCII devices may call 1-800-735-2929.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate 
alternative format of the agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89456698176?pwd=S2c1SEMzVU9hQUZPM1N3NHUvSmNkdz09
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Community Development Block Grant Citizens’ Advisory 
and Housing Opportunity Committee Meeting 

February 25, 2021 
Minutes 

Members present: Pat Contreras, Linda Mendez, Kelle Jo Lowe and Eriselda Lizarraga. 

Members absent: Doug Heusdens and Rebecca Vigil 

Staff Present:  Jason Ridenour, Claudia Calderon, Lori Halleck, Donnie Moore, Luisa Zavala, 
Christina Tank, Rocio Mejia and Fabian Uresti. 

General Public: Rebecca Peter, Alexis Espinoza, Erick Valdovinos, Craig Chew, Machael Smith, 
Linda Craig, Mary Culver and Noah Whitaker. 

The meeting was opened by Jason Ridenour at 5:07 pm.  

Item No. 1 – WELCOMING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION 

Jason Ridenour introduced himself and welcomed everyone to the meeting. Each Committee 
member introduced themselves for the record. Members of the public were asked to submit their 
name and affiliations on the Zoom chat. Jason prepared everyone for how the meeting would 
proceed with using Zoom and gave instructions for some light housekeeping information for 
participation such as how to use the raise hand function, how callers should mute themselves unless 
they were needing to speak, etc. He also announced there was still one vacancy on the Committee 
if anyone in attendance as a public citizen wished to join or wished to share this information with 
others.  

Item No. 2 – ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Jason opened the floor if there was anyone who wanted to add anything for oral communications, 
after seeing none, oral communications was closed by Jason Ridenour at 5:13 pm. 

Item No. 3 – MINUTES FROM MARCH 4, 2020 MEETING 

There were no amendments or discussions in regards to the meeting of March 4, 2020 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

MOVED by Pat Contreras and SECONDED by Linda Mendez to accept the minutes of March 4, 
2020 as submitted. 

AYES: 4 
NOES: 0 
ABSENT: 2 

ITEM NO. 3
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Item No. 4 – PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED PY 2021/2022 
ACTION PLAN INCLUSIVE OF PROPOSED USE OF FUNDS. 
 
Staff explained the current use of funds for the CDBG grant and a brief overview of what happened 
over the last year. Staff explained that the Heritage Center sale was in progress, and listed all of 
the programs that the grant monies help to facilitate within the city. Including First Time Home 
Buyer, the Home Buyer Education class, the Youth Center Administration, Case Management for 
the Permanent Supportive Housing, Micro, Small and Large Business Assistance Programs, Parks 
Improvement, LINC Services (which replaced Porterville Project Homeless Connect), Curb, 
Gutter and Sidewalk Improvement Projects, and that a new Census Tract was added this year. 
 
Public Hearing: Substantial Amendment #1 
The Sale of the Heritage Center to the Porterville Public School District and the $1,000,000.00 
available funds from the sale as well as the Section 108 payment that would be due. 
Staff explained that the funds must be spent in one fiscal year and explained that we can’t carry 
more than 1.5 of our entitlement or it could hurt us getting future funds. 
 
During the community meetings, there was commentary from participants of where they thought 
the monies would best be spent for our community. They included supporting the youth and 
perhaps the potential development of a sports field or arena lit soccer field would be a great 
addition to our city. 
 
Oral Communication for the public comments opened at 5:25 p.m.  
 

• Machael Smith, Executive Director of the Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance urged the 
committee board about the critical need to help the homeless. She explained that they are 
expecting an influx in homelessness as eviction moratoriums are lifted and other impacts 
and fall out from the pandemic arise. 

 
Oral Communication for the public comments were closed at 5:27 p.m.  
 
Staff then opened communication up to the Committee members for discussion. 
 
Pat Contreras responded that she was also concerned with the homeless and asked Staff if there 
were any additional funds for motels for homeless and any additional help and resources to give 
them.  
 
Staff explained that the City had adopted the 5 year PLHA plan and that there were programs 
within that such as emergency shelters, supportive permanent housing, a slush fund for help with 
utility payments, rapid rehousing and that Council tried to find ways to work together to help the 
homeless ad work with non-profit community partners to help with funding. The Porterville 
Welcome Center is a resource; they have 10 transitional beds, 10 emergency beds, provide daily 
meals and offer case management. 
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Kelle Jo Lowe asked Staff about building a new community center for the kids.   
 
Staff responded that they wish to establish places for the youth, such as a soccer or multi-use, 
covered court area that could be used for a community center. Staff will explore going after Prop 
68 grants to get a larger community center in the next few years. 
 
Ms. Lowe asked staff how much of the grant that the board is able to put towards homeless.  
Staff explained that there is a 15% cap on Public Service and 15% from the program’s income. In 
the current fiscal year HUD stated that we can go over the 15% in CV funds and that is how we 
are able to help non-profits. 
 
Ms. Lowe expressed that she thought the sports complex and expanding that option was a great 
idea and that many kids and young adults use that center. 
 
Linda Mendez asked if the $1.1 Million will be used within the Census Tracks.  
 
Staff replied that they would be looking at property north of the Heritage Center. That it will benefit 
the same communities as before. 
 
Ms. Lowe proposed that the Committee Board explore ways to fund homeless, find resources and 
services for them as well as create a sports field of some sort to support the youth.  
Eriselda Lizarraga says she believes they need to give more towards the homeless. 
 
Oral Communication closed at 5:41 p.m.  
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
MOVED by Linda Mendez and SECONDED by Kelle Jo Lowe to continue with our planning to 
support youth services in regards with soccer fields and other types of youth activities, but that we 
also continue to look at how we can support the community, the homelessness and seeking other 
support services.  
 
 AYES: 4 
 NOES: 0 
 ABSENT: 2 
 
Public Hearing: Substantial Amendment #2 
The operation of the Youth Center funds totaling $110,875. Due to the pandemic, the youth center 
was not in operation and there are monies that were not used. In the City’s Consolidated Action 
plan, approved by HUD, there is contingency language that states that if there are any leftover 
monies they can be rolled over into another fund. These funds must be allocated and spent by April 
30, 2021. The Staff recommendation is that the funds be placed into a revolving program such as 
either the Business Assistance Program or the First Time Home Buyer program. And for full 
transparency, Staff explained that the City of Porterville was awarded $400,000 for the First Time 
Home Buyer program. 
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Jason opened the floor to anyone who wanted to add anything for public comment, after seeing 
none, public comments were closed by Jason Ridenour at 5: 46 pm. 
 
Staff then opened communication up to the Committee members for discussion. 
 
Linda Mendez wanted clarification from Staff about when the funds needed to be used by and how 
likely funds would be able to be used by those two programs. 
 
Staff replied that funds would need to be used by April 30, 2021 and that allocating funds for the 
business assistance loans, funds can be reallocated later if not spent into next year. 
 
Kelle Jo Lowe wanted to clarify that the City would be getting $400,000 for the First Time Home 
Buyer program. 
 
Staff explained that they already have $147,000.00 approved and spoken for, applications for those 
loans are ready as soon as the funds are available. 
 
Ms. Lowe recommended to the committee that the available funds be put towards the business 
forgiveness loans.  
 
Linda Mendez wanted to have further discussion before putting it to a vote. She wanted to move 
funds into both programs; the business assistance loans as well as First Time Home Buyer. 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
MOVED by Kelle Jo Lowe and SECONDED by Eriselda Lizarraga to move funds into the 
Business Assistance Program. 
 
 AYES: 4 
 NOES: 0 
 ABSENT: 2 
 
Item No. 5 – PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER A SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT TO 
THE FY 2020-2025 CONSOLIDATED PLAN DRAFT PY 2020/2021 ACTION PLAN 
INCLUSIVE OF PROPOSED USE OF FUNDS 
 
Staff led everyone through a presentation of past funding history and then proposed the CDBG 
budget for ongoing programs for this year. Staff said there was an estimated budget of $831,294.00 
and that would allow the city to continue to fund the ongoing programs such as the City-Operated 
Youth Center, LINC Services, Home Buyer education program, Parks Improvement Program, 
Curb, Gutter & Sidewalk program, Business Assistance Program and explained two new programs 
for this upcoming year; the Fair Housing Education program and the New/Existing Activity 
program to create an arena/soccer field for youth. 
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Staff went over in detail which items were part of the eligible and ineligible CDBG activities and 
listed all of the funding caps. 
 
Jason opened the floor to anyone who wanted to add anything for public comment, after seeing 
none, public comments were closed by Jason Ridenour at 6:04 pm. 
 
Staff then opened communication up to the Committee members for discussion. There was no 
discussion. 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
MOVED by Pat Contreras and SECONDED by Kelle Jo Lowe to accept the budget as proposed. 
 

AYES: 4 
 NOES: 0 
 ABSENT: 2 
 
 
Item No. 7 – ADJOURN 
Staff thanked everyone for their participation for the evening and asked everyone in attendance to 
take the 2021/2022 CDBG Annual Action Plan Community Surveys to provide feedback on 
existing programs and to make suggestions on community needs and new program ideas. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:08 pm. 
 


